Comic Life

Getting the Program
www.plasq.com for a free 30-day trial

www.taglearning.com to purchase it (currently £115 for 25 computers, £165 for 50 computers or £275 for 100)
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Building a template
Choose a template from the choices on the right and drag it on to the page. Alternatively, build your own template by dragging the single box [image: image1.png]drag 3 panel



 onto the page and arranging it as you wish. If you would like more than one box the same size, hold down Control and drag your box to make a second one.

Pictures
Your pictures need to be saved on your computer. Choices of types of pictures are:

· stills from films

· pictures saved from the internet

· your own digital camera pictures (e.g. from drama work, or puppetry)

· your own drawings, scanned in or photographed

· photos straight in through a webcam
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. Photos lets you choose folders from your My Pictures collection. Explorer lets you look about on the network for where the pictures are. Capture lets you capture directly from a webcam. When you have chosen your folder, you will see thumbnails; you can change their size with the slider. Drag the thumbnail onto the page to add the picture. 

Another way of adding pictures is to have the My Documents (or other) window open and drag the picture from there directly into Comic Life. If the direct webcam capture does not work, you can do this from the place your webcam pictures are saved.
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Once the picture is in your template, it will have a green box around it. You can resize, rotate or move your picture. It will crop if you drag it to the edge of the template box. You can edit it any time you wish by clicking on it. If a picture is highlighted you can also click [image: image3.png]Style



 to edit its appearance.
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Labelling
Speech bubbles, thought bubbles, text boxes and fancy lettering are in the box underneath the page. Click and drag to put one onto your page. It does not have to stay within a template box. It will [image: image7.png]


automatically put the words “Your words here”; click and type to change them. You will probably want to zoom in at this point. You can change the font and style using the icons at the top of the screen. 

If you hover your mouse button over the speech bubble, you will see a green symbol with four arrows (click and drag to move it around) and an orange circle (click to increase the number of pointy ends. The pointy ends will have a blue circle at the end; click and drag to move it towards the lips of the character in your picture. 

Pages
Your comic can have as many pages as you like. Click on the Page menu at the top to add a new blank page or a new page with the same template as the first. 

Saving
Click the Save button at the top, or choose File: Save, to save as a Comic Life document which can be opened again and worked on another time. You can only look at it if you have Comic Life on your computer, though, so this is no good for putting on the school website or Merlin once it’s finished. When you’ve finished, choose File: Export. You can save it as an image or as a movie (which will turn the pages automatically after a length of time you choose. 

There are many other things to explore in Comic Life, but this will be enough to get you started.

