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The House Music Competition

Lower School Winner:E/eanor Rennie
Upper School Winner:Meggie CopseyBlake
Overall House Trophy: Breamore House
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Headt eacher 0

Dear Parents and Carers

My last newsletter was preoccupied with our Ofsted inspection, a time of high adrenaline, excitement and s
work. As you know, the outcome confirmed our conviction that Trafalgar is a very good school. | think w
allowed our day or two of shared satisfaction, but the quest for continuous improvement means that we c
stand still, and, frankly, thatdés the | ast thing

September saw the introduction to Yrs 7 and 8 of The International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years currict
colleagues have invested a great deal of energy and imagination in the development of diverse and
programmes to stimulate | earning. |l can report t

All of our students are now enjoying the use of the new Sports Hall. It was long time coming, and a couple
late on delivery, but the wait was worth it. We have a fabulous resource both to enhance our already excell
provision, but also to contribute to the health andbewly of all. On a personal note, when | go for a run befo

an evening meeting, I have a | ovely place to shc
beauti ful | andscaping wedve been able to achi eve
working together. At a time when | ocal aut horit

thank you to Wiltshire Council for having the confidence in Trafalgar to make this important investment. W\
the official opening on January 13th, with Salisbury MP John Glen cutting the ribbon.

OQur buil ding programme doesndt stop with the Spc«
the development of The Diamond Project, a new build which will open in the winter of 2013. For more del
this see page 4.

However, cuts to local authorities have been considerable in many areas and a significant casualty of that
for Work Experience placements for Yr 10 students. This means that with regret, and along with many otl
secondary schools, we have had to cease this proc
work inothercos¢e f f ecti ve ways: one of these is that in
January 13th, Yr 10 students will engage in a variety of volunteering opportunities: these have been de
develop explicit employability skills in students (those required by employers which are often lamented as
school | eavers). As an aside, one 0goodO6 conseq!
not be affected by Work Experience as it has been in previous years.

We held our Annual Presentation Evening on October 11th to celebrate the achievements of the outgoin
Director of Childrends Services for Wiltshire,
been growing quite rapidly and this was the first of our large year groups. As a result, the Hall was packec
was, as usual, a lovely event. For the first time this year we held a similar evening in November to recc
achievements of children in Yrs 7 to 10. Led by Deputy Head, Rachael Faulkner, and the Heads of House,
most enjoyable evening and a great addition to our calendar.

Most of you will be aware that a new facility for ensuring timely communications between the school and its
and carers was rolled out this Autumn. Schoolcomms is a database containing all of your email addresses
phone numbers. Obviously iIitds I mportant that the
appreciated. There is more detailed information about Schoolcomms on page 17.

I think youoll be pleased to know that attendan
very positive. Thereds no substitute for studen
your <c¢childrends education by encouraging them t
sniffles I can assure you weol |l |l ook after the

like my mother!



For our current Yr 11 students, this is their most important year. Our Tick/Star/Cross monitoring system t
they are making good progress and in the main are reliapleratve and haslor ki ng. You don
you that employment opportunities for young people have rarely been harder to come by, so achieving
possible results this year is more important than ever. On December 1st, we held a Yr 11 Exam Information

whi ch went down very well, judging by some of t
intended for Yr 10 students and their families on Thursday March 1st, so if any Yr 11 parent missed the offic
one, this is another chance to access this very
Of course, weodore already planning for September

exceptionally well received. Sue Wharmby, who worked with the school to get the text right, and Karen Gi
The Design Company did a fine job. Not unconnected with this, our recruitment for next year both in Yr 6
and further afield is promising. |l &m pl eased and
it has ever been.

And finally at the end of term we will be saying good bye to Chris Clarke, our Librarian. Chris joined us
summer of 2006 and has since then created the library into the exciting place that it is today. She leaves
hands with Vanessa Taylor who will continue to
in 2013. We send Chris our best wishes for her retirement.

To all of you and your families, best wishes for a Happy Christmas and successful 2012 on behalf of all at th

Kind regards

jQM:jLa»M‘o

Community: Christmas Coencert

On Wednesday 7th December, we once again welcomed over nne
hundred members of our community to our Christmas Conce
Tea in the School Hall.

Our visitors were welcomed by the Head Boy and Head G
their deputies. Mr Cole acted as the Master of Ceremonies
entertainment was provided by the Yr 10 GCSE Music st
GCSE Dance students, Drama students, the Choir and the
Band, all of whom were fantastic.

During the interval a wonderful tea was made and served by the Yr
10 GCSE Food & Nutrition students and the event concluded with some rousing carols accompanied by o
Ensemble.

| would like to express my thanks to all of the students who took p
and to Mr Cole, Mr Oades, Mrs McLaughlin, Miss Minshall, M
Holden, Mr Blakey and Mrs Randall for their help and support. | wol
also |ike to thank Jayne, Ama
of ficed and John Foster and Jol
their help we could not put on such a successful community event.

Mrs Elizabeth Cutter




TThe Diamond Project
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The school is happy to announce that a further exciting construction project will commence at our school
This project, due to start in March 2012, will provide several new additional classrooms and a brand new
Resources Centre. The school, working in partnership with Wiltshire Council, will submit the design to the |
authority in Salisbury this month.

The existing main school, built originally 1n t
project will provide fantastic additional facilities and help remove the space pressure that exists at our
school. Staff and students alike are looking forward to enjoying high quality teaching and technology spaces.

The school is particularly pleased by the new Learning Resources Centre which will accommodate so
fantastic technology and allow us to accommodate our existing library and additional research spaces
location.

The project is planned to complete before September 2013 and will cost approximately £2million.



Curriculum News

MFEL at Trafalgar
We have had a very creative start to the school year in Lar
We started in September celebrating the European [
Languages with all students participating in learning a va
world languages for the day. It was really exciting to hay
speaking new languages! So well done everyone who took |

All Yr 8 students wi
be taking part in
French Talent Sho
where they are goir.]
to showcase not only
their individual talents but also their French skiNge will have
pictures in the next Newsletter. | am sure it will be a huge success.

As | write this a group of Yr 9 & 10 students and staff are preparing
our trip to Lille on 9th December to experience the French Christn
Markets. This trip is a fantastic experience for students to experie
French culture, get into the festive spirit and try their French langu
skills out.

We would like to wish you all a fantastic Christmas holiday
Joyeux Noél and jFeliz Navidad!

Louise Pybus
Joint Head of MFL

Geography Department

Living Rainforest

On Tuesdayt®®November, 8L & 8R went to the Living Rainforest in Newbury. We started our trip with a
round the two glass houses. One was filled with animals in tanks like snakes and chameleons and one
roaming birds and enclosures with tortoises and other reptiles in.

We were split into four groups and each went round with a guide. We learnt about all the species of animal
becoming extinct and all of the foods that come from the Rainforest. Most of the animals are becoming
because of us cutting down the Rainforests for arable land and cattle ranches. Others, because we hun
food and medicines.

After lunch, we were allowed to walk around the two enclosures, sketching different plants and animals. We
to look at all the animals again and three girls found an escapee hissing cockroach!! At the end of the trip,
quiz about what we learned.

All the students from 8L & R would like to thank Mr Godfrey, Mrs Acton and Mrs Sykes for organising the tri

Victoria Soutar 8R



Art Department

Christmas Card Competition
This year we had an amazing number of edtmed| over 100. The winning House with the most entries w
BREAMORES WELL DONE! | AM PROUD OF YOU!

It was a difficult decisiahbut the entries were whittled down to 20 finalists and Mrs Lawrie made the final dec
The winners were:

Lower School Winners
1st Prize: Bethan VindZlarendon)
2nd Prize: Anna Mason (Breamore)
3rd Prize: Billy Johnson (Longford)

Upper School Winner
Luke Fulford (Breamore)

As part of their prize the winning students watched their cards being printed at Priority Printing and were th
a set of cards for their use.

The winning designs will also be used by Mrs Lawrie = : ‘
as The Trafalgar School Christmas Card \ N

Congratulations to everyone that entéidduse
Points will be winging your way!

Mrs Lynne Sykes
Art Subject Leader

Maths Department

Yr 7 Maths Activity Day

In November, Trafalgar School was invited to send 12 Yr 7 students to an Activity Day run by Angela C
Kingds College London.

The session was held at St Jos

students from other local schools. The activities were all hadds ¢
puzzles, paper folding, a highly energetic number quiz relay and a
mat hs trail. Ent husi asm was h

up between the teams of 4!

All Yr 7s demonstrated great Trafalgar characteéisticsativity and
resilience at the forefrodtthroughout the trip.




A Taste of University Life

At the end of the summer term, 10 Yr 9 students had the opportunity to take part in a 4 day residential c
Southampton University. The course was run by the Smallpeice Trust and was designed to give students
into life at university and a unique opportunity to work with 90 other students from around the UK on pr:
handson o0design and buil ddé engineering projects.

constantly - attending lectures, visiti
Southampton Docks, giving presentations -
leading experts, going to the cinema, attenc ©
formal dinner and letting their hair down at the

of course disco! :

During their stay, the students were on the/l

Ultimately however, the students needed tc §
their newfound marine technology expertise t
testd by working in their teams to design and |
their own ship according to a gi\}|
specification. On the last morning, their des, %
were testedd often to destruction!d in the

uni versityas SwWi mmi ng pool in r a c ecarryin@ f abilitg. p
Trafalgar students put on a great shidvey were commended by the organisers not only in the actual results c
competitions but in their ability to work with others; to communicate their ideas in formal presentations an
i mportantly in their clear willingness and ent hu

Well done!

Hopefully, the Smallpeice Trust Marine
Engineering Course at Southampton
University with the current Yr 9 will be as
equally successful next July!

OThe course at Southampton was really goc
brilliant experience! It gave us a good expe
uni versity |ife. The
whole course was good and great fun. | woulc
d o o0 n RyamaMusanerlORS

olt was a really good experience. | most en
projead building part of the course. 1 also |
enjoyed the social experience of the course
recommend it Tandirsal®R o |

ol really enjoyed going on the course because it gave me the opportunity to meet new friendsefmana @jboder
experience of life at university and about engineering and how to solve difficult arebfemseffectiietya t s

at the trip was very good aemmndthedrigr

ol thought th
| James Hamris tOBi ng of doing ito

to anyone e

English Department
Where has the time gone? We have had a very busy time in the English and Media department since the b
the academic year and the weeks have flown by!

KS3/I1B
We welcomed the Yr 7 cohort with an investigation into our constantly developing language. This is a topic t



have taught before, but this year we tackled the content differently. This topic was redesigned with the 1B
mind and, as a result, the students tackled 'big questions' and were actively encouraged to take their
beyond the classroom. In this topic, we complete a tour of invasion maps, investigate roots of words and
challenging literature such as Beowulf and, on occasion, Chaucer. We liked this so much, that we have d
standalone Chaucer unit to be studied indvw&ch this space!

Yr 8 students have also been engaging with the IB curriculum. This term they have been studying Shake
develop their understanding of his language and texts that they were introduced to last year. Students |
considering '‘Was Shakespeare a genius?' using the texts 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' or 'Julius Cae
responses have been superb (and Miss Crabb adores teaching 'Julius lagsee' have not taught before).

Yr 9 have being concentrating on 'Persuasive Writing and Persuasive Texts' and they have been reading
novel since the October holiday. The novels they have been studying, 'Stone Cold' or 'The Boy in the
Pyjamas', are both very engaging texts. The students have been involved in some superb discussions
stemmed from the issues raised in thesehkiing) novels.

KS4

We are pleased to welcome our second cohort of KS4 students to the new GCSE specifications for Enc
Literature. The current Yr 10 students have already completed a Literature Controlled Assessment and, by
they will have written one for Language too. They are doing really well.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish our Yr 11 students all the best for their English Language exat
in early January. They have been preparing for this for a very long time and they deserve to do well. Tt
wishes also extend to ousieLiterature Poetry candidates, also taking an examination in January.

Nick Churchd PGCE student

We have been lucky to have Nick Church working with us since October. He is currently training at B:
University and has had a placement with Trafalgar School this term. He has been actively involved in al
school life, including experiencing the role of a tutor with Miss Winston and 8R, and he will be sadly missed.
him all the best for his next placement in Salisbury and his career in education.

Thank You
The English Department would like to say a spHualk Yoto the TSA for the new dictionaries and thesauru
which they have purchased this fetthrey are being put to very good use!

Don't forgetd books make wonderful presents. If you are having trouble locating a good read as a gift, plea
touch!

Nickie Borras
English Subject Leader

Young Personds Ar t Awar d

Lacock Abbey Visit
On Friday 4th of November and Friday 2nd December a groug
11 students ventured out to Lacock Abbey near Chippenhe

objective being to help pass | of
Art Award. Whilst there students were introduced to the founda.'

of photography at the Fox Talbot Museum, studying both the orign 4

and an exhibition of George Ber vor k.

In the afternoon they had the opportunity of photographing in the

grounds, including the famous Cloisters in which the Harry Potter films were shot. Many thanks to the
Photography students of Yr 11 who attended the trip, Mr Foster and Mr Heagren for kindly donating the
driving the School Mini Bus and Mrs Reeves for organising a fantastic day out for all.



Sports Journalism Project
As part of his YPAA project Lyndon Taylor 11C has produced a Sport @ Trafalgar Newsletter. Here is pa
publication.




