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	School context

North Bradley School is a popular, smaller than average primary school, with 171 pupils. It has achieved a variety of awards including the International Schools Award and the Healthy Schools Plus Award. The school is pleasantly situated in remodelled grounds adjacent to the parish church and has excellent facilities. There is a private pre-school playgroup in the grounds. 


	The distinctiveness and effectiveness of North Bradley Voluntary Controlled Primary School as a Church of England school are outstanding.
North Bradley School is a primary school where children are effectively and sensitively encouraged to hold and to live out Christian values, and where a distinctive Christian ethos is firmly embedded in the life of the school. The school, in an outstanding manner, promotes the spiritual, moral,  cultural, mental, emotional and physical development of all children and within this holistic approach and caring environment children flourish. 

	Established strengths

· Strong and effective Christian leadership from the head teacher with excellent staff and governor support
·  Effective support from local Christian leaders and excellent relationships with churches in the area
· Harmonious relationships and excellent behaviour throughout the school
· Outstanding spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

· A welcoming, friendly school with a caring and supportive “family” ethos



	Focus for development

Continue to develop evaluation and monitoring processes related to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development in order to establish the nature and extent of pupil’s response and growth in all areas of the curriculum.


	The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting the needs of all learners
The school through its distinctive Christian character is outstanding in the way it cares for pupils and encourages pupils’ personal development. A strong Christian ethos is firmly embedded in the life of the school. Children flourish through a carefully planned and sensitively delivered Personal, Social and Health Education programme, excellent pastoral care and positive behaviour management. All children are valued as individuals “made in the image of God”.  Children are settled and happy and enjoy coming to school and develop as confident learners and individuals in a safe and secure environment. Pupils speak warmly about their experience of being at school. “Everyone is friendly” said one girl and the teachers are “really good” and “make everything fair” said two boys. A parent commented “my child comes home with a smile!” Pupils’ behaviour is excellent. Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding with many opportunities for development particularly in collective worship, circle time, PSHE, Religious Education and the expressive arts. Further consideration should be given to the impact of SMSC across the whole curriculum. Pupils respect each other and have an empathetic understanding of each others’ views and ideas. There is a strongly inclusive environment in which children show their concern and love for each other, seeking to follow the Biblical injunction to “love their neighbour as themselves”. Excellent and inspiring teaching was observed in which actions highlighted in Christian teaching were identified. The Ten Commandments were compared with the Buddhist Eightfold Path, the transformation of Zacchaeus resulted in “green leaves with good comments” being pinned on a tree and the brown coloured leaves containing the bad things said about Zacchaeus by the crowd falling away – at Autumn when brown leaves die! The story of the Good Samaritan was used in several contexts in circle time and PSHE.  Pupils are eager and prepared to take responsibility, contributing to their School Council and local and international charities in positive and energetic ways with a desire to “make a difference”.  The school’s Christian values underpin and motivate actions, attitudes, behaviour and relationships. Children work well with and within the community and are involved also in a variety of activities based on the school. The school has a strong relationship with the local parish church of St Nicholas which is adjacent to the school site. Together – school and church - are a cohesive force within the local community. The school is situated on a pleasant site and this is enhanced by excellent wooden play equipment, a quiet area, excellent displays and symbols connected with collective worship in all class rooms and in the hall. This encourages a reflective as well as a joyful celebratory response from children. Parents speak very positively about the school where as one parent put it “children are very nurtured”. Children are given clear values in a sensitive and open way and, from a number of comments made, are given firm moral foundations and skills for life which prepare them to embark on secondary education with confidence. 


	The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding
Collective worship is well planned and enthusiastically and relevantly presented in a way that appeals to children and elicits a response. Children have a very positive attitude to collective worship All staff enjoy and participate in collective worship and lead their own class room acts of worship. Children enjoy participating, respect the views and involvement of others and join in enthusiastically. Collective worship provides a unifying and settling start to the school day. Children are sensitively encouraged to think and reflect (in a guided way) on what they hear and experience and often respond with thoughtful, charitable and concerned action. They say they pray during these times of quietness too, particularly for people they know who are sick or in difficulty. Many children say that collective worship has a distinct impact on them. There is an excellent collective worship policy which incorporates both principle and practical concerns that deal with the “what”,”why” and “how” of themes under consideration. All classes have a table as a focus for class worship. Class room worship is effective as it is more related to the individual concerns and life experiences of pupils. Children have a good understanding of the breadth of Anglican belief and tradition through regular visits into school of the local parish priest and by attending services on a number of occasions through the year in the adjacent Church of St Nicholas. A very helpful and broader ecumenical perspective is given by regular visits from the Baptist minister and other local denominational groups. Children know some set prayers and responses and said the Lord’s Prayer (in its traditional form) well and with conviction. Most understand the meaning of a variety of Christian symbols. The importance of the development of collective worship is highlighted in the detailed School Development Plan. Processes for monitoring and evaluating collective worship are in place and are supported ably by the regular involvement of foundation governors. Increasing consideration is being given to discussing and putting into practise the comments and expectations of the pupils with regard to collective worship.


	The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is outstanding
The Head enthusiastically encourages a vision for the school as a welcoming, inclusive, Christian community and an extended “family”. The school leadership is very supportive and is very good at continually keeping the development of the school’s Christian ethos and values under review. Foundation governors particularly are very actively involved in the life of the school, regularly and effectively evaluating collective worship and other aspects of the school’s Christian ethos. Everyone associated with the school endeavours successfully to achieve the school’s stated aim of making sure “....Christianity underpins the life of the school and is a guiding influence on behaviour and relationships....” All work together in harmony and with enthusiasm and sensitivity to show respect and care for all and to be an open, approachable and inclusive community based on strong Christian values. These attitudes and values are encouraged within the local community and amongst the parents. Everyone involved in the life of the school is aware of the school’s strong Christian ethos and this serves as a strong cohesive force within the community. There are strong links with local schools and various agencies in the area.  Careful attention is paid by the Head and governors to preparing staff for leadership in church schools and to ensuring induction procedure deal with matters related to the school’s church foundation. Religious Education is enthusiastically and extremely well led and this contributes very effectively to the outstanding spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of children. RE is taught well and with enthusiasm using a variety of relevant and appealing methodologies. Children are responsive and ask questions and suggest answers in an open and interested way. The local parish priest is very helpfully and supportively involved in the life of the school ensuring both school and church are, as someone said, “inextricably linked”. The presence of the Parish Church adjacent to the school is symbolic of the close ties that exist and helps to ensure that the Christian foundation of the school is strongly maintained.
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