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The Curriculum Guide

As part of our policy of developing and enhancing our ‘home – school’ link, you are receiving this Curriculum Guide containing relevant information about the work which your child will be doing this term. The purpose of this document is to provide you with a clear insight into the work planned for your child. This may well enable you to support your child accordingly. The ‘Autumn Curriculum Guide’ also contains some basic information relating to the structure of the National Curriculum; a basic rationale for teaching the range of subjects, a breakdown of our weekly timetable at Baden-Powell and St. Peter’s and some suggestions as to how you can help your child with their studies.

The Spring and Summer Term Curriculum Guides will be available from the school website.

I hope that you find this publication useful. It must be stressed that this document is only a basic guide with limited detail. If you are in need of more information then please contact us at school. It also needs to be stated that our planning is constantly being reviewed. Therefore weekly and half-termly programmes of study are liable to change.

If you have any suggestions as to how this document could be improved then please let me know via the homework diary, letter or phone call. The odd positive comment would also be appreciated!

I also urge you to visit our school website (www.bpspschool.co.uk ), which is continually being updated and contains many useful links to other websites which support our programmes of study.

Mr Jim Williams

(Deputy Headteacher)

The National Curriculum
The National Curriculum means that all children from the age of 5 will do the same kind of work in a range of subjects. The 5 central subjects are known as the core subjects. The remaining 7 subjects of the National Curriculum are known as the foundation subjects.

Core subjects
English • Mathematics • Science • Information and Communication Technology • Religious Education

Foundation subjects
Technology • Art • History • Physical Education • Geography • Music• French    • PSHE• Citizenship

The National Curriculum is a blueprint used by schools to ensure that teaching standards are universally consistent. Schools are free to plan how the National Curriculum fits with their particular strengths and introduce other activities that extend the learning experience for their pupils. The National Curriculum:

· sets out the most important knowledge and skills that every child has a right to learn 

· is a flexible framework given to teachers by Government, so that all school children are taught in a way that is balanced and manageable, but stretching enough to challenge them and meet their diverse needs.  

· gives standards that measure how well children are doing in each subject so teachers can monitor achievement and plan to help them do even better. 
At Baden-Powell and St. Peter’s we teach:
Literacy / English because….
English concentrates on four key skills that your child needs to get the most out of all their learning at school - speaking, listening, reading and writing. They learn to listen to and discuss others' ideas, and present their own. 

They read for enjoyment and to find out facts, and start to say what they think about what they read. They can now put their thoughts into writing much more easily, because they know more about language, spelling and punctuation.

Numeracy / Maths because….

We all use maths every day, even if that's not what we call it. We check our change at the shops, work out how expensive the new carpet will be, decide when we need to leave the house to get to the airport. At the other end of the spectrum, brilliant scientists are using maths to build the internet and help us understand the laws of the universe.

Science because….

Every child has a natural curiosity about the way the world works: science lessons show how they can get answers to questions such as how to keep ourselves warm, or why the sun seems to move across the sky.

Design and technology (DT) because….

A video recorder that's easy to programme or a desk that's just right for the home computer ... good design makes things easier and more enjoyable to use. Design and technology lessons give children the opportunity to investigate how well familiar products and objects actually work, and who they're really aimed at. By answering questions such as 'Is this the right tool for the job?' they learn how to solve practical problems skilfully, creatively and with imagination. 

Information and communication technology (ICT) because….
You can email through your TV, surf the internet from a mobile phone, or do the shopping from your home computer: modern technology is changing the way we live and work. And children need to learn how to manage it all - how to get hold of information, store it, share it with others and tailor it to their own needs. That's where their information and communication technology (ICT) lessons come in. This is where they learn how to use the internet and email, digital cameras and scanners, recording equipment and computer software.
History because…. 

How did we get here? Where do we come from? History helps shed light on these big questions. It introduces children to an unfamiliar but important world - the past. Piecing together the picture of the past is a bit like detective work. Children use different kinds of evidence to find out about people's lives and events and how things have changed. Learning how to weigh up evidence and reach conclusions are just some of the skills children develop through studying the history of Britain and the wider world. As they do this, they begin to understand and remember a framework of significant events and people. 

Geography because…. 

We all make a mark on where we live, and where we live leaves its mark on us. Learning about the links between our lives and the environment around us is central to geography lessons at this stage. Children find out about an area in the UK and how it compares with other places around the world. To help them get the best out of their investigations inside and outside the classroom, they learn how to use maps, photographs and computers - skills which prove useful in other subjects as well as when they leave school.

Art and design because…. 

There's nothing like experimenting with colour and paint when you're a child. You can show how you see the world by making a picture of what's around you or communicating how you feel, by using lines, shapes and textures to make a design. Children feed their imagination through art and design. They study different sorts of artwork, from murals to sculptures, and learn how art, craft and design can enrich their lives in many different ways.

Music because…. 

Making music together helps children to explore and express their thoughts and feelings. Learning songs from times gone by or from different parts of the world helps children learn about other times and other cultures. And getting to grips with listening carefully is going to help them in all sorts of different lessons throughout their school career.

Physical education (PE) because…. 

Whether regular exercise is swimming or a Sunday afternoon kick-a-round, we know keeping fit is important these days. In physical education, or PE, children learn that it's fun to stay in shape. They learn how to prepare for and recover from exercise, and what happens to their body when they work out in a variety of ways. It's a vital foundation to help them lead active and healthy lives as they grow up.

French because…

Through the study of a foreign language, pupils understand and appreciate different countries, cultures, people and communities – and as they do so, begin to think of themselves as citizens of the world as well as of the United Kingdom. Pupils also learn about the basic structures of language. They explore the similarities and differences between French and English and learn how language can be manipulated and applied in different ways. Their listening, reading and memory skills improve, and their speaking and writing become more accurate.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship because….
To lead independent, happy lives, children must develop their self-confidence. This involves taking responsibility for their own health and well-being. In this subject, children learn about these important life skills. They learn not only about their own rights, duties and responsibilities but also about the rights and responsibilities of others. 

Religious Education provides opportunities for children to….

· develop their knowledge and understanding of, and their ability to respond to, Christianity and the other principal religions represented in the United Kingdom;

· explore issues within and between faiths to help them understand and respect different religions, beliefs, values and traditions (including ethical life stories), and understand the influence of these on individuals, societies, communities and cultures;

· consider questions of meaning and purpose in life;

· learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to make reasoned and informed judgements on religious and moral issues; 

· develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a plural society;

· develop enquiry and response skills through the use of distinctive language, listening and empathy;

· reflect on, analyse and evaluate their beliefs, values and practices and communicate their responses.

A TABLE SHOWING THE % OF CURRICULUM TIME 

ALLOCATED FOR EACH SUBJECT
	
	YEAR GROUP



	SUBJECT


	4
	5
	6
	7

	Maths / numeracy
	20
	20
	20
	16

	English / literacy
	20
	20
	20
	16

	Science / health
	12
	12
	12
	12

	RE
	4
	4
	4
	4

	ICT
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Art
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Humanities

(History/Geography)
	8
	8
	8
	8

	PSHE
	4
	4
	4
	4

	DT
	4
	4
	4
	8

	Music
	4
	4
	4
	4

	PE and Games
	8
	8
	8
	8

	Library
	4
	4
	4
	4

	French
	4
	4
	4
	8
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Overview of the curriculum for Year 7 in the Autumn Term

	YEAR 7 AUTUMN TERM

	Subject
	First Half -Term
	Second Half-Term

	English
	The main focus is poetry, including ballads, free verse, and World War poetry. Children will look at vocabulary choice, figurative language and poetic devices, as well as rhythm and rhyme schemes. They will go on to create their own poems in different genres. Reading and comprehension skills will be developed through our study of the class reader ‘Refugee Boy’ by Benjamin Zephaniah and children will be encouraged to empathise with situations and characters in the text. Non-fiction writing will be developed on the topic of the themes and issues raised by the novel. At the end of the Autumn term, each class will write and perform their own Christmas pantomime.

	Numeracy
	Place value, integers, calculations, algebra, sequences and functions, perimeter and area, handling data including probability, fractions / decimals / percentages / proportion / ratio, equations and formulae, co-ordinates, lines, angles and shapes.

	Science
	Cells and inheritance – the children will look at the structure of animal and plant cells and how DNA is responsible for individual characteristics. The children will also review body systems.
	Materials – the pupils will learn about how materials are constructed of elements and how the particle theory of matter can be used to explain the properties of solids, liquids and gases. They will learn to use indicators for acids and alkalis.

	ICT
	Publisher and Photostory – the children will produce a leaflet and video style presentation to attract visitors to Poole.
	Powerpoint – the children will develop their ICT skills with a focus on the use of Powerpoint to construct and present a quiz.

	History


	The children will study England in the Medieval Period. Looking at events leading up to the Norman Invasion in 1066 and how William the Conqueror established control over the whole country. 

	Geography


	The children will study the development of settlements, with a particular focus on Poole. They will have the opportunity to conduct their own research on a field trip to Poole, collecting a variety of data. This data will then be used to draw their own conclusions about the functions and services in Poole and the children will suggest realistic changes to their home town. They will be writing to the Town Planning department at the Borough of Poole and will prepare a presentation to be viewed by Town Council members. 

	RE
	Buddhism – in this unit of study the children will consider the key characteristics of Buddhism: enlightenment, Four Noble Truths, The Five Precepts, Eightfold Path, The Three Jewels.

	Art
	People in action – children will develop their observational drawings by studying the human figure in static then action poses. They will then try to bring movement into their work in painting and sculpture.

	PE 
	Children will have the opportunity to learn, create and perform dances in a range of styles: contemporary dance, street dance and Rock ‘n’ Roll.

	Games
	By participating within a range of activities (netball, rugby, volleyball and cross-country) the pupils will focus on developing attacking and defending strategies and techniques.

	DT
	Novelty clocks – the pupils will tackle a design on the theme of a novelty clock; incorporating an animated clock face. To help them develop their designs they will make prototypes or mock-ups. The children will be introduced to the machine power tools.

	French
	The pupils will revise and deepen their existing knowledge of French. Topics to be covered include: school life, family and friends and home life. The children will also work on a cross-curricular mini-project, producing a French advertisement for Poole with the aim of attracting tourists. Pupils will be encouraged to become more independent by using bilingual dictionaries more frequently. They will also become familiar with regular and irregular verb patterns in the present tense.

	Music
	SAMBA BATUCADA. Children will explore this intricate style of Samba that usually refers to the rhythm played at the Rio de Janeiro Mardi Gras, the world’s largest Carnival. Samba Batucada is characterised by its fast, frenetic rhythms having their roots in traditional African rhythms and the music of the European military Marching Bands.  The children will face new challenging rhythmic material and instrumental techniques. They will continue to develop their skills in arranging and composing for Samba. They will create and perform their own Samba Arrangement, taking Samba Batucada, with its fast moving rhythmic patterns and more complex structure as their inspiration!

	PSHE
	Pupils will develop an understanding of personal identity and the different roles that people play within society. The will also be introduced to their Year 4 partners, who they will mentor and lead different activities with throughout the year.
	Pupils will address some of the issues related to Cyber Bullying and look at the risks and benefits of using the internet in everyday life.


	Music Extra-Curricular Opportunities (These will be advertised to the children shortly)
· Guitar Ensemble – by invitation

· Handbell Team – by invitation

· Keyboard Ensemble – by invitation

· Jazz Band – by invitation

· Choir – open to all children and will be held on a Tuesday lunch time in the hall

· Accapella Group – This is open to any child in Year 6 or 7 who is really interested in singing, and wants to take their singing more seriously. They will focus on vocal technique, part singing etc. The group’s focus for this term will be the preparation for the annual Poole Schools’ Music Association Concert to be held at Lighthouse, Poole’s centre for the Arts, on Friday 3rd December. The group will take place on a Wednesday lunchtime.

· Samba group for upper school – There are 60 places in the Samba group for Year 6 and Year 7 children. This will take place on a Wednesday after school between 3.30 – 4.30pm. Places will be awarded on a first come, first served basis. A letter will go home with interested children shortly.
· African Drumming group for upper school – There are 30 places in the African Drumming group for Year 6 and 7 children. This will take place on a Thursday lunchtime.  Places will be awarded on a first come, first served basis. A letter will go home with interested children shortly.

· Steel Pan group for upper school -  There are 30 places in the Steel Pan group for Year 6 and 7 children. This will take place on a Monday lunchtime.  Places will be awarded on a first come, first served basis. A letter will go home with interested interested children shortly.

This year, for the first time, we are going to be asking parents for a minimal contribution towards Samba groups, African Drumming groups and Steel pan groups of £5 PER TERM. THIS IS TO COVER THE TUNING AND MAINTAINANCE OF INSTRUMENTS ONLY. We are lucky enough to have some beautiful instruments here at BPSP, and in order for them to carry on sounding beautiful, they do need to be looked after. For example, our steel pans need annual tuning which is costly and drum heads need to be replaced regularly. Both are skilled jobs that we need professionals to do. 

We do ask for a weekly commitment from your child when it comes to participating in any group or ensemble. Making music as a group is about teamwork. When part of the team is absent, no matter how big the group/ensemble, progress can become slow and frustrating for the committed and regular members of the group. Therefore, we do ask for a weekly commitment from your child when it comes to participating in any group or ensemble. In return, we will make sure that your child has regular opportunities as part of his/her group to perform in a variety of contexts to showcase their talents.
There will be footage of all the groups/ensembles on the school website shortly, so keep an eye and ear out to see what it is all about!
Please contact Lucy Johnstone-McCarthy if you have any questions regarding the above.




How can I help my child with their school work ?

Check the homework diary regularly. Communicate with us at school if you have worries / concerns.

1. If possible, refer to the following websites:-

a. www.bpspschool.co.uk 

Our own website with a section relating to the curriculum and providing links to appropriate website addresses.  Have a look and browse!

b. www.standards.dfes.gov.uk
A comprehensive website with an abundance of information. On accessing the website, search for the schemes of work and then choose the relevant subject area. Our numeracy lessons follow the unit plans contained within the website.

For other subject areas, our planning is not identical to the DFES schemes of work, however there will always be a ‘unit plan’ which is closely linked to our schemes of work.

c. www.parentscentre.gov.uk
A website which is designed to assist parents with many aspects of schooling. On entering the website, click on the link The Learning Journeys: curriculum guide.

d. www.learnpremium.co.uk
You should find an abundance of useful information relating to the national curriculum. There will be a request for a user ID and password. For the user ID type in badenpowell and the password is our school postcode, bh148ul.

2. Attend the parent/teacher consultations sessions in the Autumn Term (14.10.10 and 19.10.10) and in the Spring Term (to be confirmed).

3. If homework has been set, ensure that your child understands the task but as tempting as it may be, DO NOT complete the activity for your child or correct mistakes.

4. Talk with your child about topics and issues relating to the curriculum.

5. Encourage your child to participate in the full range of extra-curricular activities. They need to relax and enjoy the ‘hidden curriculum’!
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