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Primary      School

Coming to School for the

 first time.
We have compiled this small booklet to give some useful advice and answer some frequently asked questions.  If you have any other queries please do not hesitate to ask.

The School Day

	  8.40 am
	Children may play in the playground *

	  8.55 am
	School Commences

	10.40 – 11.00 am
	Break time.

	12.00  - 1.00 pm
	Lunch time

	  2.10  -  2.20 pm
	Break time (key stage 1)

	  3.15 pm
	School Finishes **


*A member of staff is on duty.  When the bell goes the children line up in the playground and are escorted to their classrooms.
** At the end of the day please collect your child from the little gate at the bottom of Class 1 steps.

Break time
· Children are allowed to bring a snack to eat at break time.

· We encourage fruit but crisps and a plain biscuit will be acceptable. 
· School tuck is available price 10p for a slice of toast or a small bowl of fresh fruit for 15p.  Please send the money in a named envelope each day or you may pay weekly.

· No sweets or chocolate allowed.

Milk is available.  It is free to under 5’s and you may pay for milk after your child is 5.  We will forward a letter to you from School Milk Services once your child is 5 with all the details.
Fresh fruit is available during afternoon break for key stage 1 children (reception to year 3).

Lunch time

SCHOOL DINNER

If you wish your child to have a school dinner, which consists of a main meal and a pudding, the money should be sent in on Monday for that week or for specified days. Jacket potatoes and baguettes are available in the summer term as an additional option.
Please put money or your cheque in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name.

You can pay by cash or cheque. Currently £8.25 per week or £1.65 per day.  (This may increase in September). 
Cheques to be made payable to: South Gloucestershire Council.
SANDWICHES

If you wish your child to bring sandwiches please clearly label the lunchbox with their name.

We do not allow glass bottles or flasks due to the safety risk.

School Uniform

Our school has a red uniform which we feel is warm and friendly.  You may choose to purchase uniform with the embroidered school logo from our official supplier or you are free to purchase plain items of uniform in our school colours from other sources such as local shops or supermarkets.

We have a small amount of uniform available for sale in school or you may order direct from www.schoolwearforless.com .

P.E.

Your child will need a P.E. kit in school at all times.  

This should consist of: Shorts (black or navy)




 T-Shirt (red)




 Daps 

The kit should be kept in P.E. bag and each item of clothing should be clearly labelled with your child’s first name and surname.

If your child has their ears pierced please ensure they are wearing studs as hoops can catch on things.

Please can you ensure that all your children’s clothes are clearly labelled with their first name and surname.  

This cuts down on time wasting when we have to sort out jumper identity problems!  As you can imagine all vests, jumpers, t-shirts etc. look exactly the same.  

Try to dress your child in ‘easy’ things so they can undress and dress themselves.  Too many belts, buckles, laces and we all get in a pickle!

Points of contact

Class teacher: 
Miss Lorainne Brewer
Class Assistant: 
Mrs Alison England or Mrs Sue Pilgrim
Headteacher: 
Mrs Jill Bendeaux  

Administrators:
Mrs Jane Hall (Mon & Tues) and Mrs Helen Parry (Wed,Thurs,Fri)         

Texting and email Service

We find this a very useful way to contact parents with important reminders or information.  Please let us know you main number of contact for texts and your email address if you would prefer the newsletter this way.
Absences
If your child is ill and not able to come to school that day, please ring the school on 01454 228322 to leave a message letting the class teacher know.

When your child returns to school you need to send in a signed written note, stating the date and reason why s/he was away.  (If no note is returned then it will be seen as an unauthorised absence).  

This allows us keep our registration up to date as the Educational Welfare Officer checks our records regularly and will follow up any unexplained absences.

Homework

Homework at reception level is very important.  They will start learning the letters of the alphabet with actions (jolly phonics), learning to read keywords and will progress to reading books.

Please try to spend about 10 minutes each night with your child doing something.  It isn’t much but it really does make a noticeable amount of difference.  

I know life after school is very busy, but if you can get into a good routine at the beginning of your child’s education it will set you up for the next few years!   

Obviously if your child is tired or not well then leave it .... although sharing a good book and talking about it does count as ‘homework’.
‘Friends’ of Iron Acton

We have a very active ‘Friends’ committee who organise a variety of events.  We hope you will support them and us, to raise money for the school.  If you would be able to help at any event we would be very grateful, please talk to any committee member and a list of members is kept in the school office.


Advice on how to help your children.

1. Try to bring them to school promptly.  Children hate being late and lessons start immediately after the register.

2. Try to collect them promptly.  Children get anxious if their friends have been collected and they are left.  If you know you are going to be late for any reason please let the school know.

3. Please can you ensure that all your children’s clothes are clearly labelled with their first name and surname.

4. No jewellery is to be worn in school and if your child has their ears pierced please ensure they are wearing studs as hoops can catch on things.

5. Always let us know any changes in telephone numbers, emergency contact numbers and addresses.

6. Let us know any exceptional circumstances that may affect your child’s work or behaviour.  We’re not nosey - it helps us to know why a child maybe upset.

7. Check in your child’s book bag daily as we send out newsletters and other correspondence.

8. Your child will have a home/school liaison diary.  This is intended to be a two-way communication system for reading, homework and any other comments.  

9. When reading with your child it helps us if you make a comment in the home/school diary.

Don’t forget I am always available before or after school if you have any concerns or questions, even if you think it is trivial, if it helps to settle your mind please don’t hesitate to ask.

Thank you for your co-operation

Lorainne Brewer
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