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Raysfield’s E-Safety Agreement for Parents & Carers
Part 1: Agreement to support the school’s E-Safety aims

ICT in School

New technologies have become integral to the lives of children in today’s society, both within school and outside.  Computers, the internet, emails, messaging, mobile phones, etc. are powerful tools which open up new opportunities for everyone.  They can stimulate discussion, and promote creativity and learning.  Children should be taught how to embrace and use these tools safely and effectively.
Our School’s E-Safety Aims

· All children should be responsible users of ICT and stay safe while using the internet and other communication technologies for educational, personal and recreational use.

· The School ICT systems and users should be protected from accidental or deliberate misuse that could put the security of the systems and users at risk.

· Parents and carers should be aware of the importance of e-safety, and be involved in the education and guidance of their children with regard to their online behaviour.
The school will try to ensure that all children will have good access to ICT to enhance their learning.  In return, we expect the children to agree to be responsible users.  A copy of Raysfield’s E-Safety Agreement for Pupils is attached so that parents/carers will be aware of the school’s expectations.
Parents are requested to read and sign the below to show their support of the school in this important aspect of the school’s work.
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Raysfield’s E-Safety Agreement for Parents & Carers

Part 2: Use of Digital and Video Images

The use of digital and video images plays an important part in learning activities.  Children and members of staff may use digital or video cameras to record evidence of activities in lessons and other school activities.  These images may then be used in presentations in subsequent lessons or to celebrate success on the school’s Merlin website and occasionally in the public media.
The school will comply with the Data Protection Act and request parents’/carers‘ permission before taking images of members of the school.  We will also ensure that when images are published that the children cannot be identified by the use of their names.

Parents are requested to sign the Use of Digital and Video Images Agreement below to allow the school to take and use images of their children.
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Raysfield’s E-Safety Agreement for Parents & Carers

Part 3: Guidelines for Home Use of the Internet

The following guidelines cover the key areas we would hope that parents/carers will be reinforcing with their children to keep them safe at home.  We have listed the important elements as we know that some parents may not be aware of all the risks.

Control
We hope you will …

· Ensure that children access the internet in a communal room where they can be easily supervised.

· Ensure appropriate supervision for the age of your child.
· Set appropriate rules for using the internet at home.

· Encourage your child to adopt safe use of the internet and digital technologies at home, and will inform the school if you concern’s over your child’s safety.

· Ask your child about the sites they are visiting.  Let them be your guides!

· Ensure that family computers are password protected and have robust anti-virus software that is regularly updated.

· Ensure that content is appropriately filtered for younger users.
Content
We hope you will …
· Ensure that your child knows that they will only get to use the internet if they use it responsibly, i.e. not trying to visit unsafe sites or register for things they are not old enough for.

· Ensure that your child knows that any protection system does not stop all unsafe content and that they need to tell you if they access something inappropriate.
· Encourage your child to search safely to find the information they want, using very specific search terms to reduce the likelihood of accessing unsafe material.

· Talk to your child about the fact that any information published on the web can be read by anyone and that they should only publish information they would be happy for anyone to read.

· Check any information that your child publishing on the web before it is posted to ensure that they are not putting themselves in danger.

· Make sure that your child understands that when using the internet they should not directly copy the work of others and claim it as their own.

Contact
We hope you will …

· Discuss the need for your child to be polite to others online and not use bad language or comments which might upset others.

· Discuss user names with your child, and talk about how to choose them carefully to protect their identity.

· Talk to your child about the information they should keep private in order to prevent them being contacted or traced, e.g. full name, address, telephone number, school, places they visit regularly.

· Talk to your child about the need to limit access to their own information by using the safety and privacy features of sites to only give access to people they know, being careful who they add as friends.
· Ensure that your child knows they should not open messages if the subject field contains anything offensive or if they do not recognise who it is from, and that the safest thing to do is to delete without opening it.

· Ensure your child knows what to do if they receive an offensive email or message, including how to keep the evidence, and that they need to inform you straight away.

· Remind your child that people they talk to online may not be who they seem.

Commerce
We hope you will …

· Help your child to tell the difference between websites for information and websites selling things.

· Ensure that your child knows not to leave computers logged on with their user name or logged on to sites with personal details entered, as others could use them.

· Remind your child that if an offer looks too good to be true, it probably is; they should not respond to unsolicited online offers.
· Remind your child that they should not purchase or download anything that costs money without asking permission, and that they should not use someone else’s identity to buy things online.

Cool e-safety websites
Here are some excellent e-safety websites that both you and your child can visit for more information:
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Agreement to support the school’s E-Safety aims





As the parent/carer of the below child, I give permission for my son/daughter to have access to the internet and to ICT systems at school.


I know that my son/daughter has signed Raysfield’s E-Safety Agreement for Pupils and is receiving e-safety education to help them understand the importance of safe use of ICT - both in and out of school.


I understand that the school will take every reasonable precaution, including monitoring and filtering systems, to ensure that children will be safe when they use the internet and ICT systems.  I also understand that the school cannot ultimately be held responsible for the nature and content of materials accessed on the internet and using digital technologies.


I understand that my son’s/daughter’s activity on the school ICT systems will be monitored and that the school will contact me if it has concerns about possible breaches of Raysfield’s E-Safety Agreement for Pupils.


I have read the e-safety guidelines provided on pages 3 & 4 of this agreement.





Pupil’s Name


�





Parent/Carer’s signature and date


�





Use of Digital and Video Images Agreement





As the parent/carer of the below child, I agree to the school taking and using digital or video images of my child.  I understand that the images will only be used to support learning activities or in publicity that reasonably celebrates success and promotes the work of the school.


I agree that if I take digital or video images at, or of, school events which include images of children other than my own, I will abide by these guidelines in my use of these images.





Pupil’s Name


�





Parent/Carer’s signature and date


�





www.kidsmart.org.uk





www.childnet-int.org/kia





www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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