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IN SUMMARY 
 

	 Children will be taught to always estimate first. 
 

	 They are taught to always check the answer, preferably using a 
different method e.g. the inverse operation (check a subtraction 
by doing an addition). 

 
	 They will always decide first whether a mental method is 

appropriate. 
 

	 When helping, pay attention to language – refer to the actual value 
of digits. 
 

	 Children who make persistent mistakes will return to the method 
that they can use accurately until ready to move on. 
 

	 Children need to know number and multiplication facts by heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


