
	Research - Foundation Stage

	Learning Outcome

	Learners will access a given site using site navigation to find specific information or activities

	Processes
	Discuss – what learners found and what they had to click on to navigate the software / web site

Review – how quickly they found things using the software / web site
Evaluate – compare what they have found out and how to navigate different sites and software

	Skills and techniques
	· Be able to click, select and drag items 

· Use icons and navigation arrows to explore a web site or program

· Listen to a digital text to find answers to simple questions

· Explain how a digital text is different to a book

	Vocabulary
	Web page, web site, CD ROM, icon, navigate, close, open, program, choose, picture, back, forward, start, arrow, sound, click, left click and right click

	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Simple City, talking story / non-fiction book, 
Infant Explorer - http://www.sebastianswan.org.uk/index.html online story books

Big Day Out - http://www.bigdayout.swgfl.org.uk/home.htm 
Barnaby and Belinda Bear web site - http://content.swgfl.org.uk/belinda/ 
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 


	Sample Activities


	· Demonstrate how to open software from the start bar or the desktop and then how to close it. Demonstrate how to use the cross to close a program. Ask the children to explain how they know when they have closed a program and how to recognise a different one. Explain that some programs and web sites are designed for children and others for adults and give examples of those for children. Explore an appropriate web site with the class on the interactive whiteboard.

· Explore Albert’s house to find Albert. Discuss location and contents of different rooms. 

· Explore the activities in Simple City. Visit the Garden Centre and complete the activities. Watch one video and do one activity as a class demonstration. Ask pupils then to work in pairs to look at the second video and activity. 

· Navigate, listen to and discuss talking books as a class. 

· Demonstrate how to use a web site activity showing the navigation and what to do when it closes. Ask the children to explore the site / activity.



	Framework Links


	L5 Word Decoding: Read some high frequency words. Read a range of familiar and common words and simple sentences independently. Read texts compatible with their phonic knowledge and skills. 
L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom. Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words. Show an understanding of … how information can be found in non-fiction texts to answer questions about where, who, why and how. Retell narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on the language patterns of stories. 
L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Show an understanding of how … information can be found in non-fiction texts to answer questions about where, who, why and how.

	Assessment Activities
	· Ask the children to find a specific activity or page from a web site and then move to another page

· Watch the children using a web site to find their way to a specific activity.


	Research – Year 1

	Learning Outcome

	Learners will navigate two sites to find the answer  to a question and say how they are similar/different

	Processes
	Discuss – how they navigated the software / web site, 

Review – which site / software gave the best information, what the different icons do

Evaluate – identify some things that they found out, compare software / web site resources with print based resources, identify advantages and compare different ways of exploring the information

	Skills and techniques
	· Select from a range of picture / menu choices

· Explore information to answer given question/s 

· Find out answers to questions using two different sources

· Identify the key characteristics of an online text such as images, text and links.

· Explain how two different sites / programs are different

	Vocabulary
	Favourites, world wide web, forward, back, home page, web site, web page, back, forward, select, choose, information, key words, menu, double click, explore, CD ROM, start, right click, left click


	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Infant Encyclopedia - http://www.parkfieldict.co.uk/infant/  
Sebastian Swan - http://www.sebastianswan.org.uk/index.html online story books
Simple City – 2 Simple
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 


	Sample Activities


	· Use a simple topic based resource (web or CD) to find out what animals eat, where they live, etc for an animal poster

· Navigate a talking book traditional tale CD and compare this with a text version of the book. Discuss the way the information is presented, text, images and sound and what additional features the software has. 

· Know that images can be used to portray a variety of information and compare images that make pupils feel happy and sad. 
· Select from a menu the right option to find information about transport or food.

· Demonstrate accessing a web site using favourites and ask the children to explore the site. 

· Discuss the choices pupils make and reasons for them when finding information. Discuss which choices might be helpful and which not when navigating a web site. Demonstrate on the interactive whiteboard. 



	Framework Links


	L2 Listening and Responding: Listen to tapes or video and express views about how a story of information has been presented.

L5 Word Decoding: Recognise automatically an increasing number of familiar high frequency words.  Read more challenging texts which can be decoded using their acquired phonic knowledge and skills, along with automatic recognition of high frequency words.

L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Identify the main events and characters in stories, and find specific information in simple texts. Make predictions showing an understanding of ideas, events and characters.  Recognise the main elements that shape different texts.

L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Visualise and comment on events, characters and ideas, making imaginative links to their own experiences. Distinguish fiction and non-fiction texts and the different purposes for reading them.

	Assessment Activities
	· Use two different web sites to find information to answer a question. 




	Research – Year 2

	Learning Outcome

	Learners will use index and key word searches to find and compare answers to questions

	Processes
	Discuss – questions they would like to answer using an ICT resource, use of menus, key words and index

Review – how they found the answers, 

Evaluate – which was the easiest way to find the information, compare the information they found with what others found

	Skills and techniques
	· Be able to ask different types of questions and the keywords in them in order to search for information

· Select from menu and category options to find information to answer a question

· identify the organisational features of texts

· Use an alphabetical index and categories to find information

	Vocabulary
	Favourites, web page, text, address bar, CD-ROM, menu, index, key words, information, hotlinks / hyperlinks, home,  text, address bar, icon, web site, category, compare, navigate

	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Infant Encyclopedia - http://www.parkfieldict.co.uk/infant/  
Net Smart Kids - http://www.netsmartkids.org  Search site for children. 

Kids Click -  http://www.kidsclick.org/  Web search for children created by librarians.

Yahoo Kids -  http://kids.yahoo.com/learn  Yahoo search engine version for children.

Ask for kids -  http://www.askkids.com/ Version of ask search engine for children.

Media Gallery -  http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/gallery-swgfl.html  Moderated site for finding and uploading        images, video and sound files.
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 
Swiggle - http://www.swiggle.org.uk/
Great Fire of London - http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/English/EventsExhibitions/Past/LondonsBurning 



	Sample Activities


	· Use child safe search engines to find information on food, identify key words and their synonyms, use several different sources and compare their findings recording them in a table.

· Ask the children to compare two web sites and use the back  / forward arrows to investigate

· Use two different child safe search engines to find information for a history topic and use the information to answer given questions. Compare the answers. 

· Discuss the difference between CD ROMs and web sites and find information about minibeasts from each.

· Use a virtual earth program to answer geographical questions on land use and human & physical features.
· Research a historical event to find answers to given questions, for example, Great Fire of London.



	Framework Links


	L2 Listening and Responding: Respond to presentations by describing characters, repeating some highlight and commenting constructively.

L5 Word Decoding: Read independently and with increasing fluency longer and less familiar texts. Read high and medium frequency words independently and automatically. 

L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Draw together ideas and information from across a whole text, using simple signposts in the text. Give some reasons why things happen or characters change. Explain organisational features of texts, including alphabetical order, layout, diagrams, captions, hyperlinks and bullet points.

L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Engage with books through exploring and enacting interpretations. Explain their reactions to text.

	Assessment Activities
	· Use two different safe search sites to find information to answer given questions. Identify any differences in the answers. Contexts could include animals, plants, characters from history, countries, sports, people who help us, foods or hobbies. 



	Research – Year 3

	Learning Outcome
	Learners will find and check information online using a range of sources, present their findings and know what to do when they access inappropriate materials.

	Processes
	Discuss – how children found information, what key words were used, which key words got back the most information

Review – information gained on different web sites, which web sites were most useful for answering which questions, 

Evaluate – which key words were most effective, which web sites had the most relevant information

	Skills and techniques
	· Locate information using search engines, index and key words

· Know information may not be accurate and check it against another source

· Answer questions using information from a range of ICT resources 

· Compare the organisational features of printed and digital texts

· Identify some ways in which texts have been organised to engage readers.

· Use text appropriately when presenting information they have found – cut and paste relevant information and not the whole document/paragraph.

	Vocabulary
	Fax, internet, www. / web site, hyperlink, home page, address, attachment, reply, favourites, book mark, text, download, search engine, organisational features, audience, 

	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Net Smart Kids -  http://www.netsmartkids.org  Search site for children. 

Kids Click -  http://www.kidsclick.org/  Web search for children created by librarians.

Yahoo Kids -  http://kids.yahoo.com/learn  Yahoo search engine version for children.

Ask for kids -  http://www.askkids.com/ Version of ask search engine for children.

Media Gallery -  http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/gallery-swgfl.html  Moderated site for finding and uploading images, video and sound files.
British Museum Site on Ancient Egypt - www.ancientegypt.co.uk 
All About Explorers Site - http://allaboutexplorers.com/ site giving inaccurate texts about explorers for learners to check accuracy.
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 
Swiggle - http://www.swiggle.org.uk/

	Sample Activities


	· Work with the class to identify a list of questions relating to a topic and underline the key words. Demonstrate and discuss the types of navigation and searching skills required. Ask the pupils to work in pairs to use several different web sites to locate answers to the questions. Complete a table showing the answers from the different web site and compare the information located. 
· Find out about Viking boat making using relevant web sites and books linked to a history topic. Compare the information from the different sources.
· Compare several web sites which contain topic related information. Discuss the intended audience for the sites as a class and identify which would be most appropriate for their year group. Ask the children to select two appropriate web sites to locate information. 
· Use a virtual earth program to collect information about historic sites and to answer geographical questions about land use, human and physical features. 

	Framework Links


	L2 Listening and Responding: Identify the presentational features used to communicate the main points in a broadcast. Identify key sections of an informative broadcast, noting how the language used signals changes or transitions in focus.
L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Identify and make notes of the main points of sections of text. Identify how different tests are organised including reference tests, magazines and leaflets, on paper and on screen. Explore how different texts appeal to readers using varied sentence structure and descriptive language. 

L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Empathise with characters and debate moral dilemmas portrayed in texts. Identify features that writers use to provoke readers’ reactions. 

	Assessment Activities
	· Use All About Explorers hunt for facts on John Cabot, Christopher Columbus, Sir Francis Drake.

· Find out about WWII using http://www.britishpathe.com/ and other relevant sites. Compare the information from different sources. 
· Complete a web quest activity by finding answers to three topic related questions from different sites. Record these in a table and comment on similarities / differences in the answers.


	Research – Year 4

	Learning Outcome

	Learners will find information quickly using a range of sources and explain the benefits of use of each

	Processes
	Discuss – how to navigate, how to find the information, what key words were used and which were most effective, which search features to use and how to use them most effectively

Review – information from different web sites, which web sites were most useful for answering which questions, 

Evaluate – which key words were most effective, which web sites had the most relevant information, compare information from several sources, which search tools were most effective and helpful

	Skills and techniques
	· Locate and compare information found using different search engines

· Explain the advantages of using index, key word and category organised sites to locate information 

· Use their increasing knowledge of organisational features to locate information quickly

· Check information against other sources

· Compare how text, images, sound and video are used to convey information. 

	Vocabulary
	blog, podcasting, result, search engine, keyword search, URL, convention, evaluate, hyperlink, house style, external web site, blog



	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Kids Click -  http://www.kidsclick.org/  Web search for children created by librarians.

Yahoo Kids -  http://kids.yahoo.com/learn  Yahoo search engine version for children.

Ask for kids -  http://www.askkids.com/ Version of ask search engine for children.

Media Gallery -  http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/gallery-swgfl.html  Moderated site for finding and uploading images, video and sound files.
All About Explorers Site - http://allaboutexplorers.com/ site giving inaccurate texts about explorers for learners to check accuracy.
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 
Swiggle - http://www.swiggle.org.uk/

	Sample Activities


	· Find information related to a topic using several web sites and book sources and compare the benefits of use of each. Topics could include food, Romans, Tudors, countries, etc. Present their findings using a relevant package for communicating information. 
· Compare the different presentation features of a web site and newspaper including use of links, incorporation of sound. Know how to tell a ‘real’ newspaper article (from a national organisation) from a created one, discuss how to tell the difference in relation to web pages and why this is important. Compare two web sites – a national site such as BBC and a personal home page. 

· Compare the terms and conditions of two web sites and the possible implications. 

· Use all about explorers site to answer questions about an explorer by sorting through accurate information. Check with another source.

	Framework Links


	L2 Listening and Responding: Compare the different contributions of music, words, and images in short extracts from TV programmes. 

L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Identify and summarise evidence from a text to support a hypothesis. Deduce characters’ reasons for behaviour from their actions and explain how ideas are developed in non-fiction texts. Use knowledge of different organisational features of texts to find information effectively. 
L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Interrogate texts to deepen and clarify understanding and response.
L12 Presentation: Use word processing packages to present written work and continue to increase speed and accuracy in typing. 

	Assessment Activities
	· Discuss questions which could be used to find out about a historical character. Ask learners to find topic related information, for example, about a historical character, using three different web sites. Ask them to identify which of the web sites provides them with the answers to most of their questions. Present their findings and compare their results with others.





	Research – Year 5

	Learning Outcomes


	Learners will be able to refine their searches using advanced search engine options to find information


	Processes
	Discuss – how to navigate, how to find the information using complex searches, which search features to use and how to use them most effectively, 

Review –which search tools were most useful for answering which questions, 

Evaluate –which web sites had the most relevant information, compare information from several sources, compare the different search tools and identify situations in which they would be most useful

	Skills and techniques
	· Compare how information on a common theme is presented using a range of sources including online ones

· Know how to use a wide range of search tools including more complex ones

· Compare the searching facilities of different web sites and search engines

· Compare how a range of online information texts are structured and identify the organisational features 

· Learners will be able to use the URL to identify which sites might be more reliable.

	Vocabulary
	Blog, podcasting, copyright, refine,  reference, checking, active links, advanced features, 


	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Kids Click -  http://www.kidsclick.org/  Web search for children created by librarians which has advanced search options.

Yahoo Kids -  http://kids.yahoo.com/learn  Yahoo search engine version for children.

Ask for kids -  http://www.askkids.com/ Version of ask search engine for children.

Media Gallery -  http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/gallery-swgfl.html  Moderated site for finding and uploading images, video and sound files.

All About Explorers Site - http://allaboutexplorers.com/ site giving texts about explorers for learners to check facts and accuracy.
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 
Swiggle - http://www.swiggle.org.uk/

	Sample Activities


	· Investigate the authors of web sites and identify a list of ‘trusted’ information sources and contrast this with other examples.

· Evaluate the content of a web page considering who has published it, where is originally comes from, copyright issues, whether it is up to date, easy to read and understand, whether it presents a one-sided point of view, whether it provides all information required.

· Publish findings from their research online eg through Making the News 2, and know that anyone can publish on the web

· In pairs children check the facts in a prepared text about a topic/ person 
· Check information found on Wikipedia against two other information sources. 



	Framework Links
	L2 Listening and Responding: Identify different question types and evaluate their impact on the audience. Identify some aspects of talk that vary between formal and informal occasions. 

L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Make notes on and use evidence from across a text to explain events of ideas. Infer writers’ perspectives from what is written and what is implied. Compare different types of narrative and information texts and identify how they are structured. 

L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Compare how a common theme is presented in poetry, prose and other media

L12 Presentation: Use a range of ICT programs to present texts, making informed choices about which electronic tools to use for different purposes. 



	Assessment Activities
	· Ask learners to look at a given printed online article. Ask them to work in pairs to identify and highlight the main facts that are included in the article. Ask them to use search engines and specific searches to find sites where the information is either corroborated or refuted. 




	Research – Year 6

	Learning Outcomes
	Learners will be able to carry out complex searches explaining how they have checked for reliability of information. 

	Processes
	Discuss –which advanced search features to use and how best to use them, how unreliable information can affect results

Review –which search tools were most useful for answering which questions, 

Evaluate –which web sites had the most relevant information, compare information from several sources, compare different search tools and identify situations in which they would be most useful

	Skills and techniques
	· Be able to describe the advantages and disadvantages of using different search tools

· Use strategies to check for accuracy of information and the impact of using inaccurate information 

· Know that some sites may be more prone to inaccuracies than others, for example, wikis may not checked for accuracy

· Identify which is fact and which is opinion on a site

· Appraise an online text deciding on its value, quality or usefulness

· Identify how online information is presented to sway the reader

	Vocabulary
	Blog, podcasting, data protection, Internet, URL, search engine, hot spot / hyperlink, bookmark, favourite, hypertext, attach, interactive, interface, index, string, operators e.g. +,-, relevant, reliable, domain name, domain type, wiki, copyright, 

	Suggested Software and Web Links
	Kids Click -  http://www.kidsclick.org/  Web search for children created by librarians which has advanced search options.
Yahoo Kids -  http://kids.yahoo.com/learn  Yahoo search engine version for children.

Ask for kids -  http://www.askkids.com/ Version of ask search engine for children.

Media Gallery -  http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/gallery-swgfl.html  Moderated site for finding and uploading images, video and sound files  
Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom 
Espresso - http://www.espresso.co.uk/ 
Swiggle - http://www.swiggle.org.uk/

	Sample Activities


	· Interrogate information on a web site they are using for research, identify which is fact and which is opinion and unrelated information such as advertising. Identify reasons why the web site is useful / not useful for their research.
· Write an instruction leaflet or make an instruction video showing younger children the different search tools that can be used to locate information and how to use them safely. 

· Using wikipedia as an example, children create a collaborative information page on a topic/person. The whole class can contribute and the page is updated continuously. Discuss advantages and disadvantages of this type of information page.
· Internet treasure hunt – children search a topic site using menus, hotlinks and intranet searches to answer questions on a topic/person.
· Identify some questions for research and discuss the need to be specific and identify appropriate search terms to use to get quick and accurate returns of information. 

	Framework Links


	L2 Listening and Responding: Listen for language variation in formal and informal contexts. 
L7 Understanding and Interpreting Texts: Appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness. Understanding underlying themes, causes and points of view. Recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader. 

L8 Engaging with and Responding to Texts: Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language.

L12 Presentation: Select from a wide range of ICT programs to present text effectively and communicate information and ideas. 

	Assessment Activities
	Ask learners to work in pairs using a piece of text printed from a web site to highlight parts that could be facts in one colour and those that could be opinion. Ask them to note down the search key words they will use and then check the facts using search engines to find the information. Ask the pair to rewrite part of the text using any replaced facts and their own opinions and upload these to a web site or learning platform for others to comment on.
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