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LEARNING & SCHOOL EFFECTIVENESS SERVICE

MERLIN NEWSLETTER
November 10
Welcome to the latest Merlin newsletter! 

School Web Site Templates

Julie Embury our web designer has worked with Andreas Burt, SWGfL and RM developers to make a school web site template available through Merlin. This template provides drop down menus for a range of pages that schools can select from and adapt. It can be instantly personalised through the colour scheme, banner, school logo and images. As pages are updated through Merlin it is very easy to use as adding content is no more difficult than adding an attachment to an e-mail. Please see the screen capture below for a school example of the site being developed with Our Lady of Lourdes.
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Please contact Deb Ferris if you are interested in having your own site developed.
The Learning and School Effectiveness Service web sites are also being moved to similar templates and the ICT site can now be found at the following web address or by following the link from the Learning and School Effectiveness Service web site to the ICT site. 

http://public.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/803/LandSE/ICT/default.aspx 

[image: image3.png]7 Home ICT - Windows Internet Ex,

hittp://public. mer lin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/S03/L andSE/ACT default. aspx o[ &[4 ][ x] [Seing

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

S Favorites | % &) Suggested Sites v ] Fres Hotmail £] Get More Add-ons +

Home ICT B-8 = v Page~ Safety v Took~ @+

4

Curricuium ~  Resources  Extended Learning * Technical - Merin Our Places

ICT
Curriculum
Website

Letters Welcome to the ICT Curriculum Website m

= ICT Networks

= National Guidance, Reports

and Research The purpose of this website is to support leaming and teaching in ICT. On our home page you can view © ICT Primary Best Practice
- Newsletters news. most recently added documents. ICT web links. and click on links to our 'Events Calendar' and Forum
‘Contacts' page. Using our drop down navigation at the top of the page you can move to any of the pages  |= Video Conferencing Projects
* Policies around the site. Some of our ICT links take you to our Merlin Our Places which will require you to login 1o |a swaiL
OTETEES Merlin_ This website s til Work I Progress'so i tere s anything you feel that we have fissed. do .+ Merin Support Sie
please let us know! If you would like to know more about Merlin and how you can contribute to our internal

* Case Studies sites please contact jo.briscombe@southglos.gov.uk ° NAACE Schools

Events Contacts

Pt Extendad

Self-evaluation

e-Safety Lswefi verin] |
-

@ internet Ga - ®io% -

= = o e se sy @QEOENEO DTS

start B €





Design your own Merlin avatar competition

RM are running a competition for children to design their own avatars for Merlin and use their creativity to create a character. Details can be found at the link below.  gotoourplace.com/vmecomp
The closing date for the competition is the 17th December. The winner will be announced at BETT educational technology show in London in January 2011. The student creating the winning entry will receive an iPod Touch and their v-Me design will be turned into real options for everyone to use in the RM Learning Platform and SWGfL Merlin. There will also be prizes for five runners up.
Supporting Learning at Home Site

As the weather is getting colder with the potential of more snow please don’t forget the Supporting Learning at Home site which we launched last year with the SWGfL. 

 It’s a growing bank of resources and links to recommended websites to help support parents and children engage in learning, whatever the weather! Feel free to link to it from your own web site. Teachers can direct learners to these resources if they stuck at home because of worsening weather. This can be very useful in times of school closure.  
The site caters for all the key stages and is at... 
http://public.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/998la02/SupportingLearningatHome/Pages/default.aspx
If anyone has any further activities they would like to see added to this site contact Deb Ferris.

How are schools using Merlin?

Schools are using Merlin in a range of different ways and with a variety of audiences. Please see below for some examples. 
Broadway Infants
Considerable development of the structure of their Merlin area has taken place, but their main focus was to use Merlin as a tool to communicate with their parents.   With that in mind an area was developed for sharing information and pictures.  Two parents information events were held where the parents could come along and obtain their child’s login, which would enable them to access the site.  

The Park and Parkwall
A joint collaboration project between the two schools has been carried out.  The focus of the project was the world cup and children from both schools had to work together to carry out a number of tasks.  The discussion tool was used for children to collaborate on producing a joint PowerPoint.  This developed children’s negotiation, communisation and team working skills.
Raysfield Infants and Juniors
These two schools began to use Merlin to support transition between year 2 and 3.  Again a joint area was set up and children from both schools had access to it.  Children had opportunities to communicate with each other.    A blog was set up to allow children to communicate in groups with children from the feeder school.  A document library and a picture library was set up with the intention that children could upload some work and pictures which could be shared in both schools.  

Wellesley
Initially this school’s focus was to use it as tool with staff and to aid admin.  The school decided in the first instance to use the Merlin calendar as the school diary, staff upload key dates to the calendar and using the alerts function within Merlin admin staff can book supply in response to staff being out.  

Marshfield
Using Merlin to upload videos children have made demonstrating math’s strategies.  Children therefore have a useful resource to refer to when doing homework and they can share class methods with their parents.   A custom list was set up so all videos could be loaded to one library and then filter into the correct pages.  This would enable the library to grow and therefore add videos in other subject areas.
Hawkesbury
Children have been using a blog to reflect on their learning.  Each child has a post which can be edited each week.  Permissions are set so the post can be viewed only by the child and the class teachers.  Comments on progress can be left by the class teacher.  A document library has also been used to allow children to have a folder each to upload homework to.  The class teacher can then check out the homework and leave comments which the children can then read.  

A news web part has been added to the children’s area for use as a place for children to share achievements.  Children add something they are proud of to the news section which can then be shared on a Monday in class.  A sort of on line show and tell.
Another way Hawkesbury has used Merlin is get parents involve.  An area for parents was developed in consultation with a small working group of parents.   Parents were given Merlin logins and several information sessions were carried out, which demonstrated the area to parents.  Following this parents worked with their child looking around the areas of Merlin, and children showing them some of the things they have been doing.

Making the most of the tools in Merlin.
Wiki’s  - Some uses
Wikis enable users to collaborate on creating and editing pages online. Some ways to use these are listed below.
· Create a book review wiki – children can add their reviews of books to the author page  in the library

· Story collaboration – children can work together on a page in the library to complete part of a story. 

· Editing and improving – wiki’s show added and deleted content so great for children making improvements on each others work or a piece written for homework.

· Building an information library – can be used for children to add information on their current topic and used as resource for class work.
Blogs  - Some uses
This is a web site that displays the entered information chronologically. Some ways to use these are listed below.
· Use as resource to share information about the current topic
· Use as a learning log to reflect on learning.
· Could be used to collaborate on work either across schools or as homework in small groups.
· Using a blog to share thoughts on moving schools, and communication with children from the feeder school, which could aid transition between schools.  
Merlin Updates and new tools
The recent update included some great new tools a summary of some of these can be seen here.  
Communicator Tool
The much anticipated communicator tool has now arrived, and will shortly be ready for roll out across the authority.  There are two elements to the communicator tool, one is the live chat tool and the other is the ability to create a chat. These tools have great potential for children to collaborate in a safe environment across school.
In order to access these schools need to have access to SIF which the technical team are currently rolling out and should be completed by the end of January
Changes to the picture library and slideshow viewer
There have been changes to the slideshow viewer which now enable the full size image to be viewed rather than just a thumbnail. 
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There are also 3 new ways to view pictures in a page. These can be found when you click to add a web part. 
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You can choose to view images as a carousel viewer, coverflow viewer and vista flow viewer.  

My First Place
MFP is a great first step for children when using Merlin.  Children can use a simple drawing, writing and diary tool.  They are able to save their work to their own space in MFP.  Teachers are able to select children’s work that has been saved and put it into one book.  This is a great function which then enables children to share class work at home with their parents.  The Book creator tool has been extended, as well as teachers being able to select work to put into a book which all children can view, children can now create their own books.  These books can be made visible for all children once they are finished.   

Also in MFP teachers can add targeted activities and videos which children can then use at home. 

Help guides on how to use the book creator tool and setting up my first place can be found on the ICT website.  
Discussion tool

· Could be used as a collaboration tool.
· There is the option to set permissions so that users can contribute to specific discussions and not create their own.
· Can be used with the enhanced communication tools.  
You Tube Viewer
Using the same cool iris technology there is now the opportunities to drop a you tube viewer web part into a page.  This allows you to search for you tube videos which have been tagged for education.  These videos will display in the wall and they can then be directly played from here.   This option need to be turned on for schools to be able to use this tool.  Some investigation into how this will work with the filtering system in schools is being carried out.  Further news on how this develops will be posted on the website.
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Cool Iris Tool

There is a great new tool called the cool iris tool which allows you to view pictures from your picture library as a wall. From your picture library there is a new tab which says view wall and this will display as a wall.  There is the option to save the pictures here.  This is a great way to view pictures especially when there are lots of them in your library.
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Custom lists
Another option for adding content in Merlin is to add a custom list.  This gives users the option to create a specific piece of content to suit their purpose.   Customs list have been used to create contact lists, to add activities and there are some schools using it to attach videos rather than upload them to a document library.  

Accessing school resources through Merlin.
There are a number of resources that can be accessed directly through Merlin, without the need to login again.  Some of these are chargeable and the ones from SWGFL are free, and when accessed through Merlin give increased functionality.   See list below Espresso

· Education City

· 2 simple purple mash

· Word wizard

· Big day out

· Word detective

· Thought map

· SWGFL Water – a computer modelling resource produced by espresso

· J2E.com

· Channel  4 learning clipbank

· E chalk

Parental Engagement and Merlin
Two recent training sessions on Parental Engagement Supported through ICT highlighted the potential of Merlin and new Parental Engagement Module due to be launched this month for supporting the conversations between parents and their children about their learning. 
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There will be a repeat of this session in the Spring term for schools who were unable to attend. 

SWGfL have suggested some ways Merlin can be used to support parental engagement.  
1. Integrate elements of SWGfL Merlin into the existing school website to provide private areas for learner information.

2. Provide a publicly accessible area of SWGfL Merlin that is regularly updated with news, events, documents, timetable changes, sports events, music and drama rehearsals etc.
3. Create Our Places for classes that parents can view with their child and find out about what their children are learning, homework, links to useful sites and resources, photographs of events that have taken place in school etc
4. Encourage parents to work with their child on developing the e-portfolio as a learning journal, adding text, photos, audio and video evidence of learning that has taken place outside of school e.g. judo club, horse riding events, gymnastics, football etc 
5. Provide access for pupils and parents with limited access to ICT at home to make use of Merlin as part of an ICT club or family learning initiative.
6. Invite parents to an E-safety event where you can highlight the potential benefits and issues relating to online activity and share the benefits of SWGfL Merlin to support communication and collaboration. If allocating parent log in, theses can be given out at the event.
7. Invite parents to a launch event for Merlin and encourage staff and pupils to showcase their use of SWGfL Merlin and other technologies.
8. If parents have their own log in, they could be encouraged to participate in online discussions or consultations through surveys on whole-school initiatives, issues and policy.

9. Enable a keen group of parents to manage their own Our Place to support the work of the school e.g. PTA place to advertise fund raising events and obtain offers of help with projects.
Merlin Support
All administration support i.e. provisioning of accounts, technical hitches etc will continue to be provided by Stuart Lees (Learning platforms Officer) at stuart.lees@southglos.gov.uk
Deb Ferris continues to be available to come in and support you with your Merlin developments,

You can of course continue to also contact Jamie or Jo for any general Merlin issues:
jamie.woodworth@southglos.gov.uk
jo.briscombe@southglos.gov.uk
deb.ferris@southglos.gov.uk
SWGFL Our Places
Under the browse button from your Merlin establishment you have access to some our places containing information, which have been created by the SWGFL.  See below for direct links to these.
Using SWGFL Merlin

https://secure.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/SWGFL/UsingMerlin/Pages/default.aspx
Primary information

https://secure.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/SWGFL/Pages/default.aspx
Merlin’s Book of Spells

https://secure.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/SWGFL/UsingMerlin/MerlinsBookofSpells/Pages/default.aspx
Help Guides
You can access help guides on our ICT website.  

http://public.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/803/LandSE/ICT/default.aspx













































