Theme Planning Sheet - Minibeasts
	ICT Skills Teaching

· Data Handling – collect information about minibeasts, using it for sorting, searching and analysing  through a database, take and use minibeast photographs for sorting on the whiteboard, create a minibeast checklist for local area
· Control – film minibeasts moving when their habitat is disturbed, investigate movement using programmable toys such as Beebot and Roamer, 
· Research – find information about the characteristics of minibeasts
· Communicating – creating a photomontage of minibeasts with labels and descriptions, draw minibeasts and writing a label, create a talking photo album of minibeasts and facts about them
· Simulation – building a bug and managing ant hill, life cycle and population growth 

	ICT Supporting Subjects

· Science –use a datalogger to measure and compare features of different minibeast habitats, research life cycles of minibeasts and food, create an animation of a minibeast life cycle, use images to create food webs, use images for life cycle sequencing activities
· Numeracy –  sorting minibeast photographs using Venn and Caroll diagrams, do a survey of areas of the school grounds to compare population of minibeasts, children to  annotate over photographs to identify symmetry and pattern
· Geography – create and follow a route for your minibeast, mark minibeast habitats on a plan
· Music – create minibeast sound effects

· Art – children to annotate over a photograph to create art work on the whiteboard, 
· PE - Moving like minibeasts 
	Resources

· Use Beebots to move to different habitat locations on a mat
· Use video cameras to film minibeast movements for discussion
· Use digital microscope, visualiser or web camera to look at minibeasts in detail on a whiteboard, use microscope alongside an ant farm
· Build a Bug - http://justkidsgames.com/play.php?BuildABug  and Create a super bug - http://www.mylearning.org/intermediate-interactive.asp?journeyid=77&resourceid=311 
· Sebastian Swann http://sebastianswan.org.uk. Pond web story
· Create a minibeast Photostory using digital camera

· Research using Infant Encyclopedia www.parkfield.co.uk/infant, Espresso http://www.espresso.co.uk Swiggle http://www.swiggle.org.uk/ 

· Find pictures of minibeasts from Caedes – (teachers),Take 1 picture, Flicker  - use whiteboard Spotlight Tool to focus on features of minibeasts
· Drawing minibeasts using a paint package 

· Use Zu3D or I can animate to create a minibeast animation
· Use talking tins to set up a minibeast trail where children follow instructions to different habitats



	Using the Environment

· Take photographs of minibeasts/habitats for databasing
· Investigate local environment, school grounds, gardens, conservation area, woodland, pond, hedgerow – compare types and numbers of minibeasts. Create and present charts and tables of results using ICT.

	Extending Learning Opportunities and Clubs

· Links with home minibeasts in the garden
· Create a film or use time lapse photography to look at frog spawn development 
· Photography club – photograph minibeasts 
· Focus on minibeasts at Gardening Club, Eco Schools, Forest Schools and Environmental Club

· Study and film a wormeries

	Visits and Trips

· Visit local woodlands/conservation areas to look at and photograph habitats and collect data on types and numbers of minibeasts to compare with other areas
· Bristol Zoo – workshops, Create Centre, Folly Farm, Avon Wildlife Trust, Willbridge Mill (pond dipping).

· Make a video, talking photo album, talking book or Photostory to record a trip
· Pre-visit research using web sites to make predictions about what they might find – plan surveys to carry out on the trip
· Create an advertising leaflet to promote a visit location
· Use a digital microphone to interview experts on visits


	School Events and Shows 

· Film a fancy dress event or create a pod cast about the event eg Mini beast disco

· Super-Bug ball – recording music to match the mini beast – compose and then record, eg fast for ants and slow for slugs 
· Art competition


	Social Networking Opportunities

· Blog to describe eggs hatching, development of conservation area, gardening club update 
· Collaboration between schools and classes to create wiki of different minibeasts
· Join environmental charities etc and receive emails, visit blogs etc


	Seasonal Activities

· Recording plant growth, development of larvae to butterflies, frogspawn development using time lapse photography
· Bird boxes and chicks in incubators, timed camera shots or webcams.

· Minibeast hunt




