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Department for Children and Young People

	The Head teacher
South Gloucestershire

Primary, Infant, Junior and Special Schools
	Date:
9th February 2011
Your Ref:


Our Ref:        JB/MR
Path:                        I:\00 Staff\Anne & Marsha\General\JB Letter Template.doc
Enquiries to:
Jo Briscombe
Tel:
01454 863184
Fax:
01454 868420
E-mail:          jo.briscombe@southglos.gov.uk


Dear Colleagues

The purpose of this letter is to draw your attention to two forthcoming professional development events that may be of interest.

Merlin Sharing Practice Workshop
We are intending to run a Merlin workshop on the afternoon of 8th March from 1.00 until 4.00 pm at Severnside Training Centre. The purpose of the session will be to share developing good practice and to disseminate the latest information about Merlin. During the session there will be several short presentations by schools in South Gloucestershire who are using Merlin in different ways.  There will also be an opportunity to ask questions and share practice in your own schools.  A representative from the South West Grid for Learning will be providing information on Merlin updates and forthcoming changes.

This will be a great opportunity to come along and learn about how you could further develop your use of Merlin and to share any tips and good practice from your own Merlin Journey. As this is a sharing good practice session it is appropriate for all levels of Merlin user whether you are already using Merlin in your school or would like to begin using it.

Merlin for Parental Engagement Workshop
We will also be running a workshop specifically focused on using Merlin to support parental engagement at Severnside Training Centre on the 24th March from 9.00 until 12.00p.m. This session will involve schools sharing good practice on how they are engaging parents with Merlin and provide an opportunity for you to share experiences with colleagues. 

We have also arranged for Julia Adamson, from South West Grid for Learning, to participate in the session. She will be able to share detail about how the parental engagement module for Merlin will work, provide feedback from schools who have piloted the module and focus on how the module can support your work with parents. We hope to then be in a position to work with interested schools in launching use of the parental engagement module. This 
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workshop would be useful for any schools who have begun use of Merlin and would like to further develop use of Merlin with parents. 

Both workshops will take place at Severnside Training Centre. There will be no charge to schools for attending these and the venue costs are being met centrally. These will be the final opportunities to attend centrally funded workshops on Merlin as future sessions will incur a charge to schools to cover venue costs. 

If you are interested in attending either or both of the sessions please complete and return the attached pro forma if you would like to attend or e-mail Marsha Reeves at marsha.reeves@southglos.gov.uk. 

Yours sincerely
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Jo Briscombe

ICT Strategy Manager
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Merlin Sharing Practice Workshop
I would like the following colleges to attend the half day Merlin conference at Severnside Training Centre on 8th March 2011.

School name:  


Names of delegate/s: 


…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………..

Merlin for Parental Engagement Workshop
I would like the following colleges to attend the half day Merlin conference at Severnside Training Centre on 24th March 2011.

School name:  


Names of delegate/s:
 




…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………..

Please return this slip to: Marsha Reeves, Learning and School Effectiveness Service,

marsha.reeves@southglos.gov.uk
Please return by 2nd March 2011
	Therese Gillespie, Director for Children and Young People, South Gloucestershire Council, P O Box 2082, 
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