Theme Planning Sheet – Life Cycles
	ICT Skills Teaching

· Control Technology with a supporting environmental change slant

· Simulations – life cycle and growth simulations for plants and animals
· Data handling – measuring and monitoring growth of plants

· Research – finding out about life cycles of different plants and animals


	ICT Supporting Subjects

Geography – reseach on life cycles and habitats for different animals
Science - life cycles linked to using pond, digital cameras – sequence life cycle photographs, data loggers to monitor environmental conditions, create a talking photo album about life cycles, 

	Resources

· Control – design a programme to switch a light on when it gets dark to promote additional growth of plants
· Use cameras to take photographs or video of animals and plants for discussion in the classroom
· Dataloggers – use data loggers to monitor conditions for growth in different areas


	Using the Environment

· School Pond – Pond dipping


	Extending Learning Opportunities and Clubs

· Gardening or Eco club focus on growth, create a pod cast or animation over time about developments in the garden

· Conservation club – create a podcast or film about how to look after the environment and preserve different habitats

	Visits and Trips

· Talk to school site manager.

· Visit from ‘Farmer John’ Reception class with eggs to keep and hatch.  Work jointly with reception class



	School Events and Shows 

· 
	· Social Networking Opportunities

· Blog/Wikis about what discovered at school pond or life cycles research → linked to homework.


	Seasonal Activities

· Hibernation – animation through seasons

· Summer – watching growing, seeds growing over time using time lapse photography or animation




