Post 16 Data Guidance – Summer 2011
This guidance is designed to support the interpretation of the range of Post 16 data available for self evaluation purposes. It seeks to provide an overview of the range of data available and the most appropriate use of each of the various data sources. In addition, there are some issues with certain data sources that providers need to be aware of before they are used to make judgements (See ‘Interpretation of PANDA reports’). This may be particularly useful when external agencies are using such data to arrive at judgements with regards to providers.
In ‘Post 16 Data Availability’ on the next page the main categories identified are:

· Context

· Target setting

· Attainment

· Progress

Each of these categories is then split into the different specific data aspects that providers might wish to analyse in order to arrive at a judgement. Next to each of these is the suggested source(s) for that data.  Please note that only ‘free’ data sources are shown in this table.
Each provider will have its own calendar for their self evaluation but the following may serve as a useful guide:

	August
	Outgoing Y13 attainment analysis to identify outcomes against targets and to establish areas of strength and underperformance. This can be supplemented by an initial view of subject progress by comparing actual results against targets.

	August/September
	Interim target setting for new Y12 as they start their course. This will assist in checking course suitability for these students.

	October
	Provider value added analysis to identify areas of underperformance against other providers and also internal variations based on FFTLive data.

	November
	Finalise target setting for Y12 based on internal assessment and FFT.

	November
	Y13 revised target setting based on A2 estimates using FFT and internal assessments.

	December
	Revise value added judgements based on publication of updated FFT and LAT. Plan interventions accordingly.

	February/March
	Final data analysis for previous summer’s results. Check LAT/FFT conclusions with PANDA. Data Dashboard can be used to gauge fail rates, retention, judge progress/performance against results from internal assessments/mocks, update action planning and intervene accordingly. 
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Interpretation of PANDA reports

1: Contextual information

Table 1.3: school retention just compares the 2009 year 12 cohort size with the 2010 year 13 cohort size; it does not match students across the years. It also does not include students in year 12 leaving before the January census (the period during which most students drop out).
Recommendation: Providers will need to supplement this data with their own ‘in house’ data for matched students. This analysis will then need to be reflected in their self evaluation documentation
2: Attainment 

Examination entry data used in the PANDA only include those that are cashed-in. Not cashing-in is normally, but not always, associated with AS-level results for year 12 students. If your school does not cash-in all AS-level qualifications this will affect the following charts:

1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.8, 2.9, 2.10, 2.12, 2.14, 2.16, 2.18, 2.20, 2.22, 2.23, 2.27, 2.28, 3.1, 3.2, 3.6, 3.8, 3.10, 3.12, 3.14, 3.16 

Chart 2.27 can be particularly prone to misinterpretation as, in addition to excluding non-cashed-in qualifications, it excludes A- and AS-levels that have been discounted and also excludes applied A- and applied AS-levels. This can mean that:

a) not all year 13 (normally end of KS5) students are included; and

b) a large number of year 12 students are not included. 

It is expected that all qualifications will be cashed-in in 2010/11, as otherwise funding will be reduced. There will still be distortion in the 2011 PANDA reports as some charts will include 2010 qualifications cashed-in late, as well as 2011 qualifications. The data will provide a clearer picture from 2012 onwards.

All data in the LAT, from which the PANDA takes some of its figures, only includes cashed-in qualifications. 
Recommendation: ‘In house’ achievement and attainment data will need to be analysed and presented in self evaluation documentation until the 2012 PANDA (by which time the ‘cashing in’ issues will have been resolved 
