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National Policy Updates

This paper is in three parts:

1. A general overview of the big reviews and legislative changes since May 2010
2. A more detailed update on the Government’s responses to those reviews and new consultations (covering the period April – September 2011)
3. An overview of the role of the Local Authority 

	PART 1
GENERAL OVERVIEW POLICY REVIEWS AND LEGISLATION – MAY 2010 TO DATE


THE NEW WORLD OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES
MAJOR POLICY REVIEWS SINCE MAY 2010 
· Vocational Education

· Early Years and Foundation Stage

· National Curriculum

· Qualifications and Testing

· School Funding

· Early Intervention

· Child Protection

· Capital Funding

· Music

· Commercialisation and Sexualisation of Childhood
· Cultural Education

· Child Poverty

· Special Educational Needs

· Admissions

· PSHE

LEGISLATION CHANGE
· Academies Act 2010

· Schools White Paper 2010
· Education Bill 2011
ACADEMIES ACT 2010
· Change of approach towards academies

· All Schools can become academies

· Outstanding or good in their own right

· Satisfactory or inadequate in partnership with a successful school

· Simplified process for conversion to academy status

· Establishment of free schools
SCHOOLS WHITE PAPER AND EDUCATION BILL

WHOLE SYSTEM REFORM
· Focus on better teaching and leadership

· Changed focus on behaviour

· New direction for curriculum, assessment and qualifications

· Autonomy for the frontline and structural change

· More accountability to communities

· Changes to school funding

· Changed role for Local Authorities
SEN GREEN PAPER
Vision

· To support better life outcomes for young people from birth to adulthood

· To give parents more control over the support they receive

· To transfer power to front-line professionals and local communities

· Early identification and support

· Giving parents more information and control

· Improving quality of learning and achievement

· Better preparation for adulthood

· Better integration of services supporting families

	PART 2

A DETAILED UPDATE ON THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSES TO THOSE REVIEWS AND NEW CONSULTATIONS (APRIL – SEPTEMBER 2011)


	12 September 2011
	School Day
· Schools free to determine length of school day

· Must consult parents, pupils and staff

· Must serve reasonable notice on Local Authority

	26 August 2011
	Care to Learn Consultation
· Options for change to financial support to teenage parents to continue in learning

	2 August 2011
	Interim Key Stage 2 Results Published
South Gloucestershire headlines

· Best results ever at Level 4 – 77% English and Maths

· Above statutory neighbours and national average

	28 July 2011
	Consultation on reforms to Teachers’ Pension Scheme
· Increased employees contribution 2012/13 only

· Limited to 0.6% for those earning up to £26,000

· Capped at 2.4% for highest paid

· Further proposals in due course for 2013/14 and 2014/15

	21 July 2011
	Review of PSHE Education launched
· Core knowledge and outcomes and accountability

· Balance between statutory/non statutory

· Change sex education – focus on relationships, etc

· Good practice in teaching

	20 July 2011
	Changes to Performance Tables
· Consultation on only high quality GCSEs from 2014

	19 July 2011
	Response to James Review: Capital
· Funding for basic need primary places

· New privately financed school building programme bids by October

· Consultation on:

· Slimming the school building regulations

· Condition surveys of all schools

· Common design standard

	19 July 2011
	National Funding Formula
· Current system to continue in 2012/13

· Consultation on new funding formula

· Amount per pupil

· Deprivation factor

· Small schools factor (primary only)

· Area labour cost adjustment

· ESL factor?

To determine level for each Local Authority

· Local Authorities/schools forum to agree formula locally

· Academies to be funded as per Local Authority maintained schools and LACSEG

· Four blocks funding to Local Authorities for schools, high need pupils, early years and childcare and small non delegated spending

	19 July 2011
	LACSEG
· Consultation with Local Authorities only 

· Closes 16 August 2011

	18 July 2011
	Review of Early years Qualifications
· Simplification

Trial on Payments by Results for Children’s Centres

	18 July 2011
	Key Stage 2 Testing- Government Response to BEW Reviews
From 2012

· Teacher assessment writing

· New tests for grammar, punctuation, etc

· Three year rolling average results published

· Progress and attainment

	14 July 2011
	New Competency Standards for Teachers
· Essential skills

· Subject knowledge

· Behaviour

· Single set of standards

	13 July 2011
	Munro Review of child Protection
· Government Response:

· Reduced central regulation

· Slimmed down statutory guidance (summer 2012)

· New unannounced inspections of all agencies (summer 012)

· New data sets (December 2011)

· Focus on early help (September 2011)

· Redesign of social work locally

· Social work training (autumn2012)
· Principal child and family social worker (summer 2012

· Chief social worker nationally (late 2012)

· Local Safeguarding Children Boards report changes as soon as possible (legislation)

· Changes to role of Local Safeguarding Children Boards (December 2011)

· Revision to statutory guidance on role of DCS and Local Member (autumn 2011)

· Changes to Serious Case Review methodology (late 2011)

	12 July 2011
	Changes to Definition of Persistent Absence
· Down from 20% to 15%

	11 July 2011
	Changes to Guidance for Teachers on Behaviour Management and Discipline
· No ‘no touch’ policies

· Legal power to use reasonable force

· Search without consent for illicit items

· Power to discipline pupils behaving badly outside school hours

· School bullying policies (inside and outside schools)

· More protection from malicious allegations

	6 July 2011
	Reform of Early Learning and Children’s Centres
· Slimmed down curriculum for early years – 69 down to 17 goals (2012)

· More focus on ‘ready for school’ 

· Consultation in autumn 2011 on more flexible use of free childcare entitlement (15 hours)
· New check at 2 to identify problems 

· New core purpose for children’s centres

	4 July 2011
	New Guidance on Health and Safety on School Trips
· Clarifies legal duties on headteachers, governors and Local Authorities

· Slimmed down Health and Safety guidance from 150 pages to 8 pages

	17 June 2011
	New Teaching Agency
· To open April 2012

· Replaces TDA, CTC, CWDC and OCDA

· Supply and retention of workforce

· Quality of workforce

· Regulation of conduct

	17 June 2011
	16-19 Bursary Scheme
· Replaces EMA for most vulnerable students

· £1,200 per student

· Care leavers, children in care, income support, employments support and disability living allowance

	7 June 2011
	Bailey Review of Commercialisation and Sexualisation of Childhood (Government Response)
· Strengthen control on music videos

· Responsibility on businesses

	27 May 2011
	Consultation on New Admission Code of Practice (closes 19 August 2011)
· Easier for popular schools to take pupils above admission numbers in year

· Changes to in year admissions

· Oversubscription criteria to include priority to children of schools staff, pupil premium children

· Exceptions to infant class sizes for:
· Service children

· Twins

· Ban on ‘lotteries’

· Requirement to consult on admission policies every seven years

· Changes to appeals

· No requirement for admission forums

	5 April 2011
	Launch of National Child Poverty Strategy


	PART 3
ROLE OF THE AUTHORITY 


(A)
OLD ROLE OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY 
1. Vision and Leadership

2. Strategic Planning and Resourcing (Commissioning)

3. Facilitating Partnerships

4. Support and Challenge to Schools

5. Specific Services to Children and Families

6. Services to Early Years/Childcare Providers

7. Traded Services to Schools

(B) NEW ROLE OF THE AUTHORITY 
1. Champion of Educational Excellence

· Promote good supply of strong schools

· Promote high standards

· Challenge, support and intervene in schools causing concern

· Support successful schools to help weaker schools

· Able to sell school improvement and curriculum support services
2. Ensure fair access to schools

· Co-ordinate admissions for all schools (including academies)

· Co-ordinate transport to all schools

· National Admissions Code of Practice to be simplified – fair but less prescriptive (consultation spring 2011)

· New code will still give priority to children in care and SEN

· Government will consult about academies/free schools being able to give admissions priority to disadvantaged pupils

3. Champions of Children and Parents

· Admission and transport as above

· Support vulnerable children (children in care/children with SEN/etc)

· Ensure vulnerable children can access high quality provision

· Undertake and fund SEN statements (but see Green Paper)

· Undertake broader children’s services roles:

· Early identification and prevention

· Safeguarding children

· Child protection and children in care

· Young people in custody
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