Apex Snapshot at Herschel Museum of Astronomy
The venue is William Herschel’s house.  It’s full of artefacts, paintings and even bears the scars of Herschel’s accidents in the workshop.

There is a definite wow factor and the children keep looking around, seeing things which trigger questions in their minds… what’s that for? Who is that wrinkly old lady on the painting? Why is the floor wonky and cracked?  What’s that lump of black stuff on the table? The answers to some of these questions are hidden and can be discovered, for other questions there are clues which hint at what the answers might be, other questions become the subject of new conversations with new people.  Some questions are kept in memories and asked later to friends and families.
I ask some questions and the children ask lots of questions.  I answer some questions and the children answer lots of questions.

There is an element of humour… did you know William used horse dung to make telescopes? Can you guess how?  They used to tip horse dung into his cellar through a hatch in the road above.  Not a good place to stand just there…  They also tipped a lot of coal down here too.  Have you seen the furnace in the workshop?

What did he use the Furnace for?
When solid iron is heated to very high temperatures it turns to a liquid.  How could you change the shape of solid iron?  The floor is cracked next to the furnace, did he drop something heavy?  He spilled something.  Have you ever heard it’s a bad idea to defrost a car windscreen with very hot water?  Why? … Why does that happen?
Why are there mirrors here?  Do they go in the telescopes? How do telescopes work?

How can you make a mirror out of a piece of iron?  Put glass on it.  Do you remember from the video that Herschel was always in trouble with his sister because the cuffs on his shirt got dirty and worn out? He used to polish the metal to make it shiny.  Look at this piece of metal he polished a bit – how does it feel? Now look at this piece of metal he polished lots and lots, look at the ceiling, what can you see? 

What can you see?

The learning unfolds – it flows – you can’t plan it – but you can prepare for it. 

